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BOOK REVIEWS 
Dermatology (2nd Edit), by Patrick Hall-Smjth, 
M.D., Robert J. Cairns, M.B., and R. L. B. 
Beare, M.B. Grune & Stratton. Inc., New 
York, 1973. (361 pp., $/8.50) 
The expressed intent of the authors of this second 
ed.ition of Dermatology is to provide a basic ap-
proach to dermatologic diseases encountered in 
everyday dermatology practice. The result is a very 
readable overview of most or the common derma-
tologic disorders as well as a few of the uncommon 
ones. There are only a limited number of pictures 
and diagrams provided in the text. Color plates 
are randomly scattered throughout the book but 
are not referred to in the written text. A short but 
useful differential diagnosis is offered for many of 
the skin diseases and some interesting aspects of 
pathogenesis are described in selected instances. 
ln generaJ. the disorders are grouped in a mean-
ingful fashion. The chapter on vasculitis, however, 
tended to further confuse rather than help clarify 
an already confusmg classification of divergent con-
ditions. 
Students and physicians alike should find useful 
the discussion of skin signs of systemic disease, 
especially in regard to manifestations of malignant. 
endocrine. and metabolic disease. In addition, the 
chapter on genetic disease includes a brief discus-
sion of several of the more important neurocutane-
ous diseases. 
A chapter on skin tumors is well written but the 
discussion of malignant melanoma was disappoint-
ingly brief. The three types of this important skin 
tumor are not mentioned and the discussion of the 
clinical features of melanoma is not very descrip-
tive. More representative photographs would have 
been useful. 
Except for syphilis. discussion of venereal dis-
eases is omitted. No mention is made. for example, 
of the characteristic skin lesions that provide an 
important clue to the diagnosis of gonococcemia. 
In general, therapeutic approaches are simpli-
fied so as to minimize the use of complicated der-
matologic formulations. However, the use of 
British proprietary names for many of the recom-
mended drugs wiU be confusing to the American 
reader. Systemic corticosteroidS are perhaps too 
often recommended for use in a variety of inflam-
matory disorders. Some dermatologists would quar-
rel with the suggested use of radiation in the treat-
ment of benign dermatoses. 
A special section on the applicability of surgery 
in dermatology is of interest. The surgical ap-
proach to a number of skin lesions is described, 
and the discussion of minor surgical techniques 
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will be found useful to dermatologists as well as to 
other physicians. 
This book is not, by design, intended as an ex-
haustive dermatologic text, and references are not 
included. OveraJI, however, the work should pro-
vide students and physicians with a useful and 
practical approach to the diagnosis. implications. 
and therapy of skin disease 
Donald P. Lookingbill, M.D. 
Boston. Massachusetts 
Paracoccidioidomycosis, Proceedings of the 
First Pan American Symposium, PAHO 
Scientific Publication No. 254. 1972. (325 pp.) 
The "Proceedings of the First Pan American Sym-
posium on Paracoccidioidomycosis" has become 
available. This book gives complete information 
about P. brasiliensis and the disease it causes. The 
ecology and epidemiology ot the organism are dis-
cussed as well as the procedures necessary to make 
a diagnosis of the infection. The clinicaJ. immuno-
logic, and pathologic aspects of the disease are 
made clear. and finally the management and treat -
ment of paracoccidioidomycosis are discussed. 
The information about this disease is quite com-
plete and to further enhance the presentation is its 
publication in English, whereas previously this 
information was available only .in Portuguese or 
Spanish. Cases have been diagnosed in the United 
States when residence in South America was at 
least sixty years ago. The information now avail-
able, therefore, should make the American physi-
cians' task less diftkult. 
Norman F. Conant. M.D. 
Durham, North Carolina 
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